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MON 19TH JAN

The Power of Mediated Learning in Creating Structural Cognitive Change

by Refael (”Rafi”) Feuerstein

Tea Break

Rafi Feuerstein is the President of the Feuerstein Institute. For more than 50 years, the Institute’s 

theor ies and applied systems have been implemented in cl in ical and classroom settings based on 

the theory of Structural Cognitive Modif iabi l ity. Over many years, Rafi Feuerstein has developed 

together with his father, Prof. Reuven Feuerstein, methods of intervention and assessment and has 

co-authored numerous books and articles in the areas of cognitive intervention, dynamic 

assessment and the impact of the Feuerstein methodology. In addition to his work at the 

Institute, he is involved in public affairs that relate to advancing the ski l ls of people with special 

needs and promoting educational pol icies for advancing learning ski l ls.  

An Introduction to SIM (Strategic Instruction Model)

by Dr. Edwin Ell is

The Strategic Instruction Model , or SIM, evolved from The University of Kansas Center for Research 

on Learning (KUCRL) that conducted research designed to develop ways to help students meet 

the demands of l ife, in school and outside, and address the many needs of diverse learners. SIM is 

a comprehensive approach to adolescent l iteracy that addresses the need of students to be 

able to read and understand large volumes of complex mater ials as well as their need to be able 

to express themselves effectively in wr iting. For over 30 years, the SIM team (which includes

Dr. El l is) has worked directly with classroom teachers to develop mater ials that help close the gap 

between what students are expected to do and what they currently do. 

Dr. Edwin S. El l is is a professor of Interdiscipl inary Teacher Education at the University of Alabama, 

where he teaches graduate courses in special education and undergraduate courses in the 

Special Education Collaborative Teacher Program. He is also an associate research scientist with 

the University of Kansas Center for Research in Learning. He has spent over 30 years researching, 

developing and modell ing cognitive based interventions for students with learning challenges and 

works extensively in putting that research into practice. His practical user-fr iendly instructional 

mater ials stem from his research and is used extensively in intermediate, middle and high schools 

as well as in teacher preparation programs in the US and Canada.    

Instrumental Enrichment, Brain Plasticity, and Dyslexia:

How Are They Related and What Impact Does It Have for Educators?

by Kristin Barbour

Is science able to measure differences in brain structure and functioning among traditional and 

challenged readers?  Are there methods of interacting with learners that produce structural 

changes in the way individuals learn and process information? How early can dyslexia be

identif ied?  This speech wil l share current research from MIT and Harvard and how it impacts 

your teaching.

Kr istin Barbour is the Executive Director for the National Institute for Learning Development 

(NILD) and pr ior to this role, she was the Executive Director of Discovery Program, Inc (DPI) a 

community-based organization providing intervention services to students with dyslexia, learning 

diff iculties and ADHD in Virgin ia. Kr istin’s passion is br inging l ife-long learning to l ife and

developing independent learners. She is an internationally respected educator and keynote 

speaker. In addition to being an NILD educational therapist, Kr istin is an author ized trainer in the 

Feuerstein Instrumental Enr ichment Program. 

9 –10am

10am

1030-1130am

1130-1230pm

Key Note Address

Registration starts at 8.30am



1230-130pm

130- 3pm

Lunch Break

The Learning Potential Assessment Device (LPAD)

by Refael Feuerstein

Educational applications based on the theory of Structural Cognitive Modif iabi l ity take form in 

three applied systems. The LPAD is the f irst of the three applied systems. It is a dynamic

assessment approach designed to evaluate the individual’s capacity to become affected 

structural ly by formal and informal opportunities for learning. 

The LPAD is different from other psychometr ic tests. It is also not a comparison with age norm. 

As opposed to IQ tests, which measure a chi ld’s current performance level , the goal of the LPAD 

is to measure cognitive development and learning propensity, which often goes unrecognized in 

chi ldren with learning diff iculties. The LPAD evaluates the potential for learning in a chi ld rather 

than what has been learnt up to a given point. The LPAD is one of only a few instruments 

specif ical ly designed to successful ly assess cognitive functioning and learning propensity. 

3 - 330pm Tea Break

330 - 5pm

SIM Learning Strategies and Content Enhancement Routine

by Dr. Edwin Ell is

Following on from the overview of the SIM model , this workshop wil l demonstrate a range of 

examples from two key interventions of the SIM model - the Content Enhancement Routines and 

the Learning Strategies Curr iculum.

1. Content Enhancement Routines are teacher-focused interventions directed at how teachers 

think about, adapt, and present their cr itical content in a “ learner-fr iendly” fashion. The routines 

are sets of inclusive teaching practices that help teachers organize and present cr itical

information in such a way that students identify, organize, comprehend, and recall it.

2. Learning Strategies are student-focused interventions designed to provide the ski l ls and 

strategies students need to learn content. The Learning Strategies Curr iculum encompasses 

strategies for acquir ing information from the pr inted word, for organizing and memorizing 

information, for expressing information in wr iting and also for solving math problems.

330 - 5pm

SCHOOL STREAM

EDUCATIONAL
THERAPY STREAM

Linking Assessment to Practice: How the WISC-IV informs intervention 

approaches

by Kristin Barbour

This workshop wil l consider how var ious aspects of cognitive assessment translate into classroom 

performance. The Wechsler Intel l igence Scale for Chi ldren (WISC-IV psychological test) is the 

most internationally used test to determine a set of psychological scores related to a chi ld’s 

cognitive functioning. The WISC-IV wil l be examined in l ight of processing and perceptual ski l ls 

that can be developed through NILD educational therapy.  Individual WISC-IV subtests wil l  be 

reviewed and l inked to NILD educational therapy techniques to enhance efficiency with

processing and reasoning ski l ls. �

MON 19TH JAN



9 –10 am

10 am

1030-12 noon

SCHOOL STREAM

EDUCATIONAL
THERAPY STREAM

Demonstrating Instrumental Enrichment

by Refael Feuerstein

Tea Break

Complementing the LPAD workshop, the 2nd of the 3 applied systems of the Feuerstein Model 

where the process of modif iabi l ity continues is the Instrumental Enr ichment Program. The goal of 

IE is to increase and develop the capacity for learning, by enhancing the cognitive functions of a 

chi ld, making IE a “ learning-to-learn” program. The program is based on the view that intel l igence 

is dynamic and modif iable and not static and f ixed. This demonstration by Rafi Feuerstein wil l  

show how IE seeks to correct deficiencies in fundamental thinking ski l ls ,  and consequently provide 

students with the concepts, ski l ls ,  strategies, operations and techniques necessary to function as 

independent learners. 

Visualizing Disciplinary Thinking in Differentiated Classrooms

by Dr. Edwin Ell is

This workshop wil l focus on highly special ized visual devices called Differentiated Visual Tools 

(DVTs) that are designed for systematically integrating instruction in discipl ine-specif ic language 

l iteracy standards with instruction in individual pr imary and secondary school content. Unl ike 

traditional one-size-f its-al l gener ic graphic organizers l ike webs and Venns, DVTs differ by 

subject-area, l iteracy standard, sophistication, and grade level . As such, DVTs are powerful tools 

for providing very robust differentiated instruction. 

1030-12 noon

Developing Learners’ Processing Speed for the 21st Century

by Kristin Barbour

This workshop wil l examine processing speed and discuss the impact of attention and concentra-

tion on processing speed.  The manifestations of poor processing speed on classroom perfor-

mance wil l also be reviewed.  Ideas to improve processing speed wil l be explored.  Come ready to 

challenge and learn ways to improve your own processing speed!

12 - 1230 pm Discussion & Closing of Conference

Registration starts at 8.30amTUES 20TH JAN


